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1 See Codification note below. 

§ 13c. Domestic care and custody; superintend-
ent; Supreme Court Building 

All other duties and work required for the op-
eration, domestic care, and custody of the build-
ing shall be performed under the direction of the 
Marshal of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, who shall be superintendent of the 
United States Supreme Court Building. 

(May 7, 1934, ch. 222, § 3, 48 Stat. 668; June 25, 
1948, ch. 646, § 27, 62 Stat. 990.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1948—Act June 25, 1948, struck out provision relating 

to custodial employees. See section 672 of Title 28, Ju-

diciary and Judicial Procedure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1948 AMENDMENT 

Section 38 of act June 25, 1948, provided that the 

amendment made by that act is effective Sept. 1, 1948. 

§ 13d. Repealed. June 25, 1948, ch. 646, § 39, 62 
Stat. 992 

Section, act May 7, 1934, ch. 222, § 4, 48 Stat. 668, relat-

ed to disbursement of appropriations by Marshal. See 

section 672 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Proce-

dure. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Sept. 1, 1948, see section 38 of act 

June 25, 1948. 

§ 13e. Care and maintenance of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes Garden 

After the completion and dedication of the 
Oliver Wendell Holmes Garden, it shall be main-
tained and cared for by the Architect of the Cap-
itol in accordance with the provisions of law ap-
plicable with respect to the maintenance and 
care of the grounds of the United States Su-
preme Court Building. 

(Oct. 22, 1940, ch. 908, § 6, 54 Stat. 1208.) 

§ 13f. Supreme Court Building and grounds; po-
licing; designation of members of the Su-
preme Court Police 

The Marshal of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, under the general supervision 
and direction of the Chief Justice of the United 
States, may designate employees of the Su-
preme Court as members of the Supreme Court 
Police, without additional compensation. 

(Aug. 18, 1949, ch. 479, § 1, 63 Stat. 616; Pub. L. 
97–390, § 1(a), Dec. 29, 1982, 96 Stat. 1957.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1982—Pub. L. 97–390 substituted ‘‘members of the Su-

preme Court Police’’ for ‘‘special policemen’’ and 

struck out provisions relating to duties of such special 

policemen. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 13n, 13p of this 

title. 

§ 13g. Restriction of public travel; Supreme Court 
grounds 

Public travel in and occupancy of the Supreme 
Court grounds is restricted to the sidewalks and 
other paved surfaces. 

(Aug. 18, 1949, ch. 479, § 2, 63 Stat. 616.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 13l, 13m, 13n, 
13o, 13p of this title. 

§ 13h. Sale of articles; signs; solicitation; Su-
preme Court Building and grounds 

It shall be unlawful to offer or expose any arti-
cle for sale in the Supreme Court Building or 
grounds; to display any sign, placard, or other 
form of advertisement therein; or to solicit 
fares, alms, subscriptions, or contributions 
therein. 

(Aug. 18, 1949, ch. 479, § 3, 63 Stat. 616.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 13l, 13m, 13n, 
13o, 13p of this title. 

§ 13i. Injuries to property; Supreme Court Build-
ing and grounds 

It shall be unlawful to step or climb upon, re-
move, or in any way injure any statue, seat, 
wall, fountain,1 or other erection or architec-
tural feature, or any tree, shrub, plant, or turf 
in the Supreme Court Building or grounds. 

(Aug. 18, 1949, ch. 479, § 4, 63 Stat. 617.) 

CODIFICATION 

The word ‘‘fountain’’, appearing in text, conforms to 
the original text as signed into law by the President. 
Typographical error was made in printing the law in 
the Statutes-at-Large (63 Stat. 617) wherein the word 
appears as ‘‘foundation’’. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 13l, 13m, 13n, 
13o, 13p of this title. 

§ 13j. Firearms or fireworks; speeches; objection-
able language; Supreme Court Building and 
grounds 

It shall be unlawful to discharge any firearm, 
firework or explosive, set fire to any combus-
tible, make any harangue or oration, or utter 
loud, threatening, or abusive language in the 
Supreme Court Building or grounds. 

(Aug. 18, 1949, ch. 479, § 5, 63 Stat. 617.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 13l, 13m, 13n, 

13o, 13p of this title. 

§ 13k. Parades or assemblages; display of flags; 
Supreme Court Building and grounds 

It shall be unlawful to parade, stand, or move 
in processions or assemblages in the Supreme 
Court Building or grounds, or to display therein 
any flag, banner, or device designed or adapted 
to bring into public notice any party, organiza-
tion, or movement. 

(Aug. 18, 1949, ch. 479, § 6, 63 Stat. 617.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 13l, 13m, 13n, 

13o, 13p of this title. 

§ 13l. Rules and regulations; posting in public 
place; availability to public 

(a) In addition to the restrictions and require-
ments specified in sections 13g to 13k of this 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘is’’. 

title, the Marshal of the Supreme Court may 
prescribe such regulations, approved by the 
Chief Justice of the United States, as may be 
deemed necessary for the adequate protection of 
the Supreme Court Building and grounds and of 
persons and property therein, and for the main-
tenance of suitable order and decorum within 
the Supreme Court Building and grounds. 

(b) All regulations prescribed under this sec-
tion shall be posted in a public place at the Su-
preme Court Building and shall be made reason-
ably available to the public in writing. 

(Aug. 18, 1949, ch. 479, § 7, 63 Stat. 617; Pub. L. 
97–390, § 1(b), Dec. 29, 1982, 96 Stat. 1957.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1982—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 97–390 substituted ‘‘pre-

scribed under this section shall be posted in a public 

place at the Supreme Court Building and shall be made 

reasonable available to the public in writing’’ for ‘‘pro-

mulgated under the authority of this section shall be 

printed in one or more of the daily newspapers pub-

lished in the District of Columbia, and shall not be-

come effective until the expiration of ten days after the 

date of such publication’’. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 13m, 13n, 13p of 

this title. 

§ 13m. Penalties; Supreme Court Building and 
grounds 

Whoever violates any provision of sections 13g 
to 13k of this title, or of any regulation pre-
scribed under section 13l of this title, shall be 
fined not more than $100 or imprisoned not more 
than sixty days, or both, prosecution for such of-
fenses to be had in the Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia, upon information by the 
United States Attorney or any of his assistants: 
Provided, That in any case where, in the com-
mission of any such offense, public property is 
damaged in an amount exceeding $100, the pe-
riod of imprisonment for the offense may be not 
more than five years. 

(Aug. 18, 1949, ch. 479, § 8, 63 Stat. 617; Pub. L. 
87–873, § 1, Oct. 23, 1962, 76 Stat. 1171; Pub. L. 
88–60, § 1, July 8, 1963, 77 Stat. 77; Pub. L. 91–358, 
title I, § 111, July 29, 1970, 84 Stat. 475.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘District of Columbia Court of General Sessions’’ 

changed to ‘‘Superior Court of the District of Colum-

bia’’ pursuant to Pub. L. 91–358, which provided that 

such change is effective first day of seventh calendar 

month which begins after July 29, 1970. 
Municipal Court for the District of Columbia redesig-

nated District of Columbia Court of General Sessions 

by Pub. L. 87–873, § 1, Oct. 23, 1962, 76 Stat. 1171, and 

Pub. L. 88–60, § 1, July 8, 1963, 77 Stat. 77. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 13n, 13p of this 

title. 

§ 13n. Policing authority 

(a) Authority of Marshal of the Supreme Court 
and Supreme Court Police 

The Marshal of the Supreme Court and the Su-
preme Court Police shall have authority, in ac-
cordance with regulations prescribed by the 
Marshal and approved by the Chief Justice of 
the United States— 

(1) to police the Supreme Court Building and 
grounds, and adjacent streets for the purpose 
of protecting persons and property; 

(2) in any part of the United States, to pro-
tect— 

(A) the person of the Chief Justice of the 
United States, any Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court, and any official guest of the 
Supreme Court; and 

(B) the person of any officer or employee 
of the Supreme Court while such officer or 
employee is engaged in the performance of 
official duties; 

(3) in the performance of duties necessary 
for carrying out paragraph (1) of this sub-
section, to make arrests for any violation of a 
law of the United States or any State and any 
regulation under such law; 

(4) in the performance of duties necessary 
for carrying out paragraph (2) of this sub-
section, to make arrests for any violation of a 
law of the United States and any regulation 
under such law; and 

(5) to carry firearms as may be required for 
the performance of duties under sections 13f to 
13p of this title. 

(b) Authority of Metropolitan police force of the 
District of Columbia 

The Metropolitan police force of the District 
of Columbia are 1 hereby authorized to make ar-
rests within the Supreme Court Building and 
grounds for any violations of any such laws or 
regulations, but such authority shall not be con-
strued as authorizing the Metropolitan Police 
force, except with the consent or upon the re-
quest of the Marshal of the Supreme Court or 
his assistants, to enter the Supreme Court 
Building to make arrests in response to com-
plaints or to serve warrants or to patrol the Su-
preme Court Building or grounds. 

(c) Termination of authority; reporting require-
ments; duties with respect to an official 
guest of Supreme Court 

The authority created under subsection (a)(2) 
of this section shall expire on December 29, 2004. 
The Marshal of the Supreme Court shall report 
annually to the Congress on March 1 regarding 
the administrative cost of carrying out his du-
ties under such subsection. Duties under sub-
section (a)(2)(A) of this section with respect to 
an official guest of the Supreme Court in any 
part of the United States (other than the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia) shall 
be authorized in writing by the Chief Justice of 
the United States or an Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court, if such duties require the carry-
ing of firearms under subsection (a)(5) of this 
section. 

(d) Definitions 

As used in sections 13f to 13p of this title, the 
term— 

(1) ‘‘official guest of the Supreme Court’’ 
means an individual who is a guest of the Su-
preme Court, as determined by the Chief Jus-
tice of the United States or any Associate Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court; 


